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January 30
Snow Falling on Cedars presenta-

tion, Portland Center Stage. Saturday, 
January 30, 2010. Contact the Legacy 
Center for details

January 31
Mochitsuki at the Scottish Rite Center, 

1512 SW Morrison Street. Noon – 4:00 
p.m. See flyer for more details.

January 31 - April 18
Motoya Nakamura: Images of the 

442nd. Oregon Nikkei Legacy Center

 January 31
Mochitsuki Noon – 4:00 p.m., Scottish 

Rite Center. See details in enclosed flyer.

March 13
Oregon Nikkei Legacy Center, Hon-

orable Service Medal Ceremony by the 
Veterans of Oregon Association, 1:00 
p.m. Veterans who desire to receive the 
medal must register.  Call John Newman 
at (503) 622-6084 or get more informa-
tion at www.veteransoforegon.com

 March 20
Pacific Northwest District Council 

Meeting, 9:00 a. m. – 4:00 p.m. Holla-
day Park Plaza

Strength Through Coalitions 

Co-president’s Message
Jeff Selby

As we begin this New Year, your 
JACL Board is preparing for the Day of 
Remembrance next month. Every year, 
Portland JACL strives to honor the Day 
of Remembrance with an event or events 
worthy of the day. In years past, we have 
partnered with groups like the Muslim 
community to share our experiences and 
find ways to learn from our civil rights 
challenges. 

This year, I am proud to announce that 
Portland JACL is partnering with the 
Latino community for a Day of Remem-
brance event called, Fighting for Civil 
Rights: The Japanese-American and La-
tino Experience. Join us on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 21, 2010, from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. 
at Portland State University’s George C. 
Hoffmann Hall (1833 SW 11th Ave.).

The event, cosponsored by Portland 
State’s Office of Diversity and Equity, 
will commemorate the signing of Execu-
tive Order 9066 by President Roosevelt, 
which led to the internment of Japanese 
Americans during WWII, and the paral-
lel challenges our community has shared 
with Latinos. We will hear leaders from 
both communities discuss their experi-
ences and also learn of the current fight 
for redress for Japanese-Latin Ameri-
cans.

Mari Watanabe, Executive Director of 
Oregon Nikkei Legacy Center, will pro-
vide historical background of the signing 
of Executive Order 9066 and intern-
ment. Nikkei community leaders Henry 
Sakamoto and Alice Sumida will talk about 
their personal wartime experiences. 
Latino Network President and Portland 
School Board member Martín González will 
discuss parallel civil rights challenges in 
the Latino community.

Fighting for Civil Rights: The Japanese-
American and Latino Experience will 
also feature the short film, Stand Up for 
Justice: The Ralph Lazo Story, which tells 

the story of a young Hispanic American 
who followed his Nikkei friends, neigh-
bors, and classmates into the Manzanar 
concentration camp. Professor Gilbert 
Carrasco, a professor of law at Wil-
lamette Law School, will speak about 
the film and current civil rights issues, 
in particular those within the Hispanic 
community.

I urge you to attend this event next 
month and learn more about our com-
munities’ struggles for civil rights. For 
more information, stop by the Portland 
JACL booth at Mochitsuki on January 
31, at the Scottish Rite Center on 1512 
Morrison St.

Articles and calendar information may be submitted to: JACL Newsletter, 1316 SW Curry, Portland, OR 97239, 
email newsletter@pdxjacl.org Deadline for submissions is the 20th of the month
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From concentration camps to anti-immigrant prejudice, American civil liberties 
have been compromised over the years. Learn the challenges of 
Japanese-Americans and Latinos and find out how we can learn from those 
experiences.

Leaders from the Latino and Japanese-American communities will discuss 
parallel civil rights challenges and lessons learned.

The short film, Stand Up for Justice: The Ralph Lazo Story will be shown. The 
film tells the story of a young Latino who followed his Japanese-American 
friends to Manzanar Internment Camp.

Sunday, February 21, 2010, 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.
Portland State University

George C. Hoffmann Hall • 1833 SW 11th Ave.
Free admission to the public

What lessons can we learn from 
Civil Rights challenges?

SPONSORED BY PORTLAND JACL AND
PORTLAND STATE’S OFFICE OF DIVERSITY AND EQUITY
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Sunday, March 28, 2010    11:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  2025 S.E. Yamhill

NICHIREN 
BUDDHIST TEMPLE 

ITEM	        	 PRICE	 QUANTITY		 AMOUNT
Special Nichiren
Tonkatsu Bento		  $7.00	 	 __________        _________
Available for Pre-order only

Chicken Donburi		  $6.00	 	 __________        _________
(Chicken Teriyaki over rice)	

Chow Mein		  $6.00	 	 __________        _________
TOTAL	 	 	 	 	 	
	 					     $ ________

Name	   ______________________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________

             ______________________________________________________________________________________

Phone   ______________________________________________________________________________________

email   ______________________________________________________________________________________

18th Annual Spring Bazaar

Please return this pre-order 
form with your check by 
March 23, 2010

Please make checks 
payable to:  
Nichiren Buddhist Temple, 
2025 SE Yamhill Street 
Portland OR 97214.  

All proceeds benefit 
Nichiren Buddhist Temple



UP Youth Group Fundraiser

Unite People (UP) is the Portland 
JACL Youth Group.  Our primary mis-
sion is to create awareness of current civil 
rights issues among youth coming from 
all ethnic backgrounds. There are over 
30 of us right now and we meet monthly 
with our youth coordinators Robbie Tsuboi 
and Dr. Connie Masuoka.  We have partici-
pated in a variety of service projects, in-
cluding sending care packages to soldiers 
stationed in Afghanistan, volunteering 
monthly at the Goose Hollow Family 
Shelter, as well as volunteering at various 
Japanese-American community events 
throughout Portland. We hope that 
through our community involvement we 
will promote more local volunteerism 
among youth.

In July of 2010, our youth group hopes 
to attend the JACL National Convention 
in Chicago. There, we will participate in 

a variety of activities designed to teach 
us about Asian-American history, current 
civil rights issues, and how we can use 
that knowledge to make a difference in 
our communities. 

Our purpose for attending this confer-
ence is to bring back to Portland what we 
will have learned in Chicago in order to 
create more awareness about civil rights 
among youth and the greater community. 
Because we youth have a responsibility to 
the future, we believe that it is necessary 
to educate youth of the bridge between 
past and current events to ensure that 
history will not repeat itself.

Sending most of the group to Chicago 
is estimated to cost around $12,000.  
We are requesting donations to help us 
achieve our goal of going to Chicago 
next summer. If you would like to help, 
please make checks out to JACL and put 

the word YOUTH in the corner of your 
check. Please mail them to: 

Portland JACL 
PO Box 86310
Portland, OR 97286   
These donations are tax deductible.

 We would like to thank Nikkei Jin Kai, 
George and Nobi Azumano, Kurtis and Jenny In-
ouye and Joe Koida Florist who have already 
donated generously to help us get to 
Chicago this summer.

Sincerely,
Rachel Seeman
Jon Lee
Natalie Rojas
Copresidents of Unite People

 JACL Launches 2010 Census Webpage: How Can You Take Action in 2010?

The Japanese American Citizens 
League (JACL) wishes you a Happy New 
Year. With the new decade upon us, the 
JACL released a new 2010 Census page 
on the JACL website. You can visit the 
page under the Public Policy section 
or go here: www.jacl.org/public_policy/cen-
sus2010.

 JACL encourages you to take action 
by educating yourself about the 2010 
Census, educating others, and filling out 
your form. JACL chapters are encour-
aged to take action by writing about the 
census in their chapter newsletters. The 
Census Bureau is currently hiring many 
temporary workers. If you or someone 
you know is interested in working for the 
Census, more information can be found 
here: http://2010.census.gov/2010censusjobs.

 The page also includes a countdown 
timer until Census Day on April 1, 2010, 
a 2010 Census YouTube video with 
Congressman Mike Honda, and links 
and downloads for more information. At 
the bottom of the page is Census Short 
Stories, a weekly column in the JACL 
DC Digest that tells one story about the 
census each week until Census Day. 

Census data is crucial for communities 
to receive their share of over $400 billion 
in federal funds, political representa-
tion, and services such as transportation, 
schools, and health care. It also monitors 
civil rights laws like the Voting Rights 
Act and hate crimes cases. If one person 
is not counted in the 2010 Census, his or 

her region could lose up to $1300 each 
year for the next 10 years.

 Have a Happy New Year and make 
sure to fill out your 2010 Census form by 
April 1, 2010.

Census Short Story  - The Census and New 
Media

As we enter into the new decade, the 
month of January’s Census Short Stories 
look into events from the past ten years 
that drastically effect the count of the 
nation on April 1, 2010. With the launch 
of JACL’s 2010 Census webpage, this 
Census Short Story reports on how new 
media impacts the 2010 Census.

 From 2000 until 2009, several forms of 
New Media including blogs, YouTube, 
Facebook, Twitter, and other social net-
working sites have emerged as everyday 
sources of news and networking. These 
are exciting innovations for the Census 
Bureau who plans to use new media to 
outreach to groups like Asian Ameri-
cans, Latino Americans, and the “wired 
generation” who rely on new media for 
everyday life. If you look at the JACL 
2010 Census webpage, you will see ex-
amples of the rise of social media such as 
a YouTube census promotional video and 
links to Twitter and blog accounts.

 However,  the new media environment 
also presents challenges for the Census 
Bureau. They have established a media 
response team at the highest levels of 
the bureau to make sure blogs and other 

sources are factual to census messag-
ing. Lastly, the Census Bureau’s Chief 
Information Officer and IT security of-
ficials will work to combat internet scams 
and misuse of 2010 Census logos as the 
number of cybercrimes has risen in the 
past decade.

 New Media by groups like the Census 
Bureau and JACL help build networks 
and get out important messages such 
as this one: The 2010 Census is in 14 
weeks! Make sure you count!

 
JACL New Media (in order of most to least 

updated):
Twitter: www.twitter.com/JACL_DC
Facebook: JACL Fan Page
JACL Blog: www.jaclblog.wordpress.com/
YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/Na-

tionalJACL
Flickr: www.flickr.com/pho-

tos/31017299@N03/

Census Bureau New Media:
Director Robert Grove’s blog: www./blogs.

census.gov/2010census/
The Census Project blog: www.censuspro-

jectblog.org/
Twitter: www.twitter.com/uscensusbu-

reau
YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/uscen-

susbureau
Videos and Photos media center: www.2010.

census.gov/mediacenter/index.php



UP Youth Group Fundraiser

Unite People (UP) is the Portland 
JACL Youth Group.  Our primary mis-
sion is to create awareness of current civil 
rights issues among youth coming from 
all ethnic backgrounds. There are over 
30 of us right now and we meet monthly 
with our youth coordinators Robbie Tsuboi 
and Dr. Connie Masuoka.  We have partici-
pated in a variety of service projects, in-
cluding sending care packages to soldiers 
stationed in Afghanistan, volunteering 
monthly at the Goose Hollow Family 
Shelter, as well as volunteering at various 
Japanese-American community events 
throughout Portland. We hope that 
through our community involvement we 
will promote more local volunteerism 
among youth.

In July of 2010, our youth group hopes 
to attend the JACL National Convention 
in Chicago. There, we will participate in 

a variety of activities designed to teach 
us about Asian-American history, current 
civil rights issues, and how we can use 
that knowledge to make a difference in 
our communities. 

Our purpose for attending this confer-
ence is to bring back to Portland what we 
will have learned in Chicago in order to 
create more awareness about civil rights 
among youth and the greater community. 
Because we youth have a responsibility to 
the future, we believe that it is necessary 
to educate youth of the bridge between 
past and current events to ensure that 
history will not repeat itself.

Sending most of the group to Chicago 
is estimated to cost around $12,000.  
We are requesting donations to help us 
achieve our goal of going to Chicago 
next summer. If you would like to help, 
please make checks out to JACL and put 

the word YOUTH in the corner of your 
check. Please mail them to: 

Portland JACL 
PO Box 86310
Portland, OR 97286   
These donations are tax deductible.

 We would like to thank Nikkei Jin Kai, 
George and Nobi Azumano, Kurtis and Jenny In-
ouye and Joe Koida Florist who have already 
donated generously to help us get to 
Chicago this summer.

Sincerely,
Rachel Seeman
Jon Lee
Natalie Rojas
Copresidents of Unite People

 JACL Launches 2010 Census Webpage: How Can You Take Action in 2010?

The Japanese American Citizens 
League (JACL) wishes you a Happy New 
Year. With the new decade upon us, the 
JACL released a new 2010 Census page 
on the JACL website. You can visit the 
page under the Public Policy section 
or go here: www.jacl.org/public_policy/cen-
sus2010.

 JACL encourages you to take action 
by educating yourself about the 2010 
Census, educating others, and filling out 
your form. JACL chapters are encour-
aged to take action by writing about the 
census in their chapter newsletters. The 
Census Bureau is currently hiring many 
temporary workers. If you or someone 
you know is interested in working for the 
Census, more information can be found 
here: http://2010.census.gov/2010censusjobs.

 The page also includes a countdown 
timer until Census Day on April 1, 2010, 
a 2010 Census YouTube video with 
Congressman Mike Honda, and links 
and downloads for more information. At 
the bottom of the page is Census Short 
Stories, a weekly column in the JACL 
DC Digest that tells one story about the 
census each week until Census Day. 

Census data is crucial for communities 
to receive their share of over $400 billion 
in federal funds, political representa-
tion, and services such as transportation, 
schools, and health care. It also monitors 
civil rights laws like the Voting Rights 
Act and hate crimes cases. If one person 
is not counted in the 2010 Census, his or 

her region could lose up to $1300 each 
year for the next 10 years.

 Have a Happy New Year and make 
sure to fill out your 2010 Census form by 
April 1, 2010.

Census Short Story  - The Census and New 
Media

As we enter into the new decade, the 
month of January’s Census Short Stories 
look into events from the past ten years 
that drastically effect the count of the 
nation on April 1, 2010. With the launch 
of JACL’s 2010 Census webpage, this 
Census Short Story reports on how new 
media impacts the 2010 Census.

 From 2000 until 2009, several forms of 
New Media including blogs, YouTube, 
Facebook, Twitter, and other social net-
working sites have emerged as everyday 
sources of news and networking. These 
are exciting innovations for the Census 
Bureau who plans to use new media to 
outreach to groups like Asian Ameri-
cans, Latino Americans, and the “wired 
generation” who rely on new media for 
everyday life. If you look at the JACL 
2010 Census webpage, you will see ex-
amples of the rise of social media such as 
a YouTube census promotional video and 
links to Twitter and blog accounts.

 However,  the new media environment 
also presents challenges for the Census 
Bureau. They have established a media 
response team at the highest levels of 
the bureau to make sure blogs and other 

sources are factual to census messag-
ing. Lastly, the Census Bureau’s Chief 
Information Officer and IT security of-
ficials will work to combat internet scams 
and misuse of 2010 Census logos as the 
number of cybercrimes has risen in the 
past decade.

 New Media by groups like the Census 
Bureau and JACL help build networks 
and get out important messages such 
as this one: The 2010 Census is in 14 
weeks! Make sure you count!

 
JACL New Media (in order of most to least 

updated):
Twitter: www.twitter.com/JACL_DC
Facebook: JACL Fan Page
JACL Blog: www.jaclblog.wordpress.com/
YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/Na-

tionalJACL
Flickr: www.flickr.com/pho-

tos/31017299@N03/

Census Bureau New Media:
Director Robert Grove’s blog: www./blogs.

census.gov/2010census/
The Census Project blog: www.censuspro-

jectblog.org/
Twitter: www.twitter.com/uscensusbu-

reau
YouTube: www.youtube.com/user/uscen-

susbureau
Videos and Photos media center: www.2010.

census.gov/mediacenter/index.php



JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE (JACL)

Portland Chapter 
PO Box 86310
Portland, OR  97286

NON PROFIT 
ORG.

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID

PORTLAND, OR
PERMIT #579

Special Thanks
Support merchants who support the 
community!
 Your  JACL newsletter comes to you 
thanks to Documart, who prints the 
newsletter at a greatly reduced cost. 
Documart is located at 101 SW Main, 
(503) 228-6253.  
 And a big thank you to Chris Onchi. 
Chris has been printing our labels and 
making data entry changes. Chris has 
her own business called Chris’s Mailing 
Service, at (503) 452-6864.

that were around before 
World War II are still using 
a regional headquarters 
model?  There aren’t that 
many.  How many of these 
organization invest a quarter of a million 
dollars in their “official publication”, 
then give that to an independent editorial 
board with no direct way for the organi-
zation’s leadership to put their message 
into it?  I would guess only one.  JACL 
enjoys saying that it has 113 chapters 
nationwide, but an astonishing number 
of these are not actually represented at 
the convention, even with a proxy, which 
only takes a minimal effort to prepare.

Every organization has to periodi-
cally evaluate its structure to see if it still 
makes sense, and I would contend that 
it’s time for JACL to do that soon, and 
attempting to revamp the constitution 
and Bylaws in a Constitutional Conven-
tion would probably be a good start.  
The fact that we voted to have annual 
conventions, with the first “new” odd 
year convention to occur in 2011, this 
might be a good opportunity to consider 
this idea.

My background for this kind of sugges-

tion comes from my military experience.  
For three of my 21 years in the Army, I 
was assigned to the Base Realignment 
and Closure Office.  Our task was to 
evaluate the Army base structure, which 
had worked very well supporting the 
Army that fought World War II, the 
Korean War and Vietnam, and decide 
how best to streamline the base structure 
so that fewer Army bases would more 
optimally support our fighting force.  

Clearly we weren’t popular with com-
munities where we closed their base 
(Sorry, Sacramento!). But after all the 
pain and anxiety that comes with reorga-
nization, the Army logistics infrastruc-
ture become much more nimble, and in 
most cases, the communities who lost 
their base were able to convert them to 
better and more modern uses.  

I’m not saying that this is easy, and of 
course JACL wouldn’t have congres-
sional money set aside for base cleanup 
of environmental issues and the like, but 
clearly it probably would be useful to set 

aside some significant amount of time to 
brainstorm ways to change our found-
ing documents to see if we could make 
JACL a more nimble and cost-effective 

organization.  
I think it’s worth a try. (Governor’s Message continued)


