
Board Members Message by 
Susan Leedham

As I write this article it’s almost 
time to say goodbye to 2014 and 
usher in a new year.  I hope 2014 
was good to you.

Our chapter hummed along 
with a very successful Day 
of Remembrance where we 
partnered with NAYA, Native 
American Youth and Family 
Center, and shared our 
experiences with injustice in a 
lively panel discussion.   And we 
had Native American drummers 
and Portland Taiko open our 
program.   There is something 
very primal about drumming, 
and I think we all can feel the 
connection.

We awarded scholarships to 
deserving high school graduates, 
remembered Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, worked with our 
community partners on Mochitsuki 
and other community events, 
hosted our annual picnic and 
attended our national convention 
in San Jose.

2014 has also seen a lot of 
demonstrations regarding the 

deaths of young black men at 
the hands of the police.   Maybe 
Michael Brown is not the 
perfect messenger but when 
our President and Attorney 
General both say that they have 
experienced racial profiling by the 
police, it is obvious that racism is 
alive and well in this country and 
much still needs to be done.

There is also much to be done 
regarding immigration reform, 
fighting the repeal of voting rights 
and income inequality.   I’m glad 
that we have a national voice that 
speaks to these important issues.  

Our 2015 Day of Remembrance 
will honor our Nisei who gave so 
much to our community and our 
nation as part of, to quote Tom 
Brokaw, the greatest generation.   
I hope you will be able to come 
and honor this generation on 
February 22nd.   The information 
is in this newsletter.

Here’s to a 2015 that has 
dialogue and at least an attempt 
at understanding instead of the 
posturing we’ve witnessed for far 
too long.

Best wishes for a peaceful 2015.
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Jan 1
• Happy New Year!

Jan 4
• New Year’s Luncheon            

OBT

Jan 18
• Hiroshima Club Oshogatsu 

Chinese Village

Jan 25, 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
• Mochitsuki                          

Smith Hall, PSU

Feb 7
• JACL National Board Meeting    

San Francisco

Feb 8, 4:30 p.m.
• JAS General 

Membership Meeting                          
Sayler’s Steak House 
Restaurant

Feb 11
• General Membership Meeting                          

Nichiren

Feb 19
• Chinese New Year               

Year of the Goat

Feb 22
• Day of Remembrance/        

Nisei Appreciation Luncheon  
MAC Club

March 8
• Daylight Savings Time Begins

March 15
• Spring Bazaar, Nichiren

March 28, 10 a.m.
• PNW District Meeting   

Holladay Park Plaza

2014 Wrap-Up 



www.mochipdx.org

Come celebrate the incoming New Year with Japanese American 
traditions at the Mochitsuki Community Festival! Experience  family-
friendly hands-on events, demonstrations, and activities with mochi 
pounding, calligraphy, origami, tea ceremony, ikebana, and games. 
Enjoy traditional Japanese dancing, drumming, and musical guests 
from Portland Taiko, Takohachi, Unit Souzou, Sahomi Tachibana 
Dancers, and many others! Presented by Portland JACL, and co-
produced by Konko Church of Portland, Oregon Nikkei Endowment, 
and Portland Taiko.

Mochitsuki 2015
 The Year of the Sheep 

19th Annual Japanese American New Year Celebration

New Location!
Smith Memorial Student Union (SMSU) 
Portland State University  
1825 SW Broadway ▪ Portland, OR 97207

Sunday, January 25, 2015 ▪ 11 am-4 pm



 
The US Government told them to pack up, sell their 
businesses and get ready to leave their homes.  They did.  
The same Government classified the men as enemy aliens 
but then asked them to leave their loved ones behind the 
barbed wire and volunteer to fight the war.  They did.  
Their story forms an exceptional part of what we have 
labeled The Greatest Generation.  They are the Nisei.  For 
the 2015 Day of Remembrance event, Portland JACL and 
the Japanese Ancestral Society are co‐sponsoring a Nisei 
Appreciation Luncheon to honor this generation of 
Japanese Americans and thank them for their contributions to the community and to America. 
 
 
   2015 Day of Remembrance/Nisei Appreciation Luncheon 
Sunday, February 22, 1-4 p.m.  Multnomah Athletic Club
Cost: Complimentary for Nisei members of Portland JACL or JAS who are 75 or older

Others: $40 per person.  Reservations Required.  

For Nisei Guests, circle whether you are a JAS member or Portland JACL member, or both.   
For All, Circle if you want vegetarian meal rather than regular chicken entrée. 

Guest Name_______________________________________________________ JAS or JACL     Vegetarian Meal? 

Guest Name_______________________________________________________ JAS or JACL     Vegetarian Meal? 

Guest Name_______________________________________________________ JAS or JACL     Vegetarian Meal? 

Guest Name_______________________________________________________ JAS or JACL     Vegetarian Meal? 

Guest Name_______________________________________________________ JAS or JACL     Vegetarian Meal? 

Guest Name_______________________________________________________ JAS or JACL     Vegetarian Meal? 

Send Reservation Form with check payable to JACL:  JACL c/o Chip & Setsy Larouche, 
12811 SE Hawks Crest Pl, Happy Valley, OR  97086 

          Deadline for Reservations is January 31, 2015! 

Questions?
Call Setsy at 503-698-4656 

or
Email: Larouche@msn.com 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Al Abe 
Marilyn Achterman 
Charles Akiyama 
Anderson and Yamada 
Grace Aoki 
Paul & Chizu Ase 
David Bachelor 
Karl & Laura Baxter 
Sharon Bean 
Carol & Charles Brunner 
Douglas & Anne Naito  
--Campbell
Sharon Yasui Carrell 
Chef Naoko 
Chehalem Cultural Center 
Philip Clark 
Nancy Clayton 
Community Partners for
--Affordable Housing 
Consular Office of Japan in 
-- Portland 
Dale Ogata Associates 
David Davenport 
Elise Degooyer 
Naomi Diffely 
Kay Endo 
Frodin Art 
Susie Jinx Fujii 
Ray & Lori Fukunaga 
Haru Furukawa 
Kip & Diann Furukawa 
Nancy Furumasu 
Joyce Gee 
George Azumano Trust 
Gregory & Kyoko Gibbs 
Gion Art Studio 
Glenn & Catherine Glass 
Sandra & Verl Green 

Gresham-Troutdale JACL 
Dwight Hamada 
Midori Minamoto Hamilton 
Betty Jean Harry 
Hilltop Mall 
Dan Hinatsu 
Patricia Hirahara 
--IMO Frank Hirahara 
Mae Hirata 
Ace & Alice Hiromura 
Thomas & Pat Hokama 
Craig & Carolyn Hondo 
Joseph & Misako Hosch 
Frank & Doris Hrubant 
Mary Ann Ikata 
Rose & Ronald Ikata 
Sumi Ikeda 
IkoiNoKai
Kurtis Inouye 
Robert & Racheal Inouye 
International School 
Inukai Family Foundation 
Mr. & Mrs. Tex Irinaga 
Ben & Sumie Ishida 
Nobuo & Takako Ishida 
Michael & Janice Ishii 
Shoun Ishikawa 
Valerie Onchi Itamura 
Rich Iwasaki 
Hideki & Yoko Iwata 
Japanese Ancestral Society 
JASO 
Johrei Fellowship 
Velma Jones 
Fude Kagawa 
Pat Kagi 
George & Lily Kajiwara 
Kale Restaurant 

Setsuko Kamida 
Doug Katagiri 
Terry & Robert Katayama 
Terry Kawamoto 
Dale Kawata 
Ken & Katie Kawazoe 
Jim Kennedy 
Emiko Kikkawa 
--IMO George Azumano 
Joni Kimoto 
Amy Kinoshita 
Yoichi Kitayama 
Randy Kiyokawa 
John Kodachi 
Misako Kodama 
Bill & Nami Koida 
Komoricon 
Kim Kono 
Michiko Kornhauser 
Edna & Richard Koyama 
Chip & Setsy Larouche 
Chip & Setsy Larouche 
--IMO George Azumano 
Chris Lee 
Sherri Lee 
Chris & Susan Leedham 
Mariko Locke 
Patricia Locke 
Penny Locke 
Lynn Longfellow 
Margaret Lynch 
Connie Masuoka 
Nobuko Masuoka 
Jean Matsumoto 
Margaret & Matthew
-- Matsushima 
Yoji & Martha Matsushima 
Amy Matsushita 

Thank You from Portland JACL!
Portland JACL would like to thank everyone listed below for their generous donations during the past year 
(through November 2014) to our programs which include the Nikkei Community Picnic, our ongoing programs for 
civil rights advocacy, our youth program and scholarships, the Minidoka Swing Band, the Nikkei Community 
Directory, our annual calendar, the monthly newsletter, and the Pacific Citizen Holiday Issue advertising.  
Domo Arigato Gozaimashita!    
Please note that all donations of $100 dollars or more are acknowledged by return mail. All others are acknowledged in our newsletter



Photo © 2013 Chip Larouche

Watari May 
Richard & Yumiko Mayeda 
Trina McCarrell 
Diane McNight 
Misao Minagi 
LK Miners 
Henry & Susan Mishima 
Terry & Kelly Mishiro 
Taro & Wanda Miura 
Richard Miyahira 
Taka Mizote 
Floyd & Irene Mori 
Eileen Moriwaki 
Muslim Educational Trust 
Peggy Nagae 
Sam Naito 
Verne Naito 
Kay & Ruth Nakata 
Lorry Nakatsu 
Mark Namba 
Nichiren Buddhist Temple 
NichirenShu Minori Kai 
Nipho LLC 
Richard Nishimoto 
Yoko Nishioka 
Afton Nozaki 
NW Stone 
Kazumi Oda 
Ken Ogawa 
Janice Okamoto 
Raymond S. Onchi 
Harold & Elsie Onishi 
Oregon Buddhist Temple 
Oregon Hiroshima Club 
Oregon Nikkei Endowment 
Oregon Nisei Veterans 
Etsu & Herb Osaki 
Ota Family Tofu 
Valerie Otani 
Oya No Kai 
Albert & Masuko Oyama 
Frances Sumida Palk 
Hatsumi Park 
Jeff Peace 

-IMO Wendolyn Hongo Peace 
Lisa Perkins 
Portland GO Club 
Portland Japanese Garden 
Portland Japanese Women's
-- Club 
Atsuko Richards 
Larry Richarson 
Riverview Abbey 
Rose City Cemetery 
Carol Saiget 
Carrie Saito 
Mary Fumi Saito 
Henry & Julianne Sakai 
Scott Sakamoto 
Shig Sakamoto 
SakeOne
Howard Schaffer 
June & John Schumann 
Tosh & Dan Seeman 
Jeff Selby 
Ray & Tuesday Shellmire 
June & Stan Shiigi 
Ann Shintani 
Kiyo Shioshi 
Shokookai of Portland 
Jeff & Marilyn Sholian 
Jill Osaki Standridge 
State Farm Foundation 
Michael Strassmaier 
Bill & Ida Sugahiro 
Michelle Sugahiro 
Alice Sumida 
Kazue & Tom Sumoge 
Curtis & Mary Ann Suyematsu 
Matti & Hiroko Suzuki 
Nahoko Suzuki 
Kay Sweeney 
Kenji & Michiko Tachibana 
Sahomi Tachibana 
Jean & Ned Takasumi 
Kirk Tambara 
Katie Tamiyasu 
Elsie Taniguchi 

Sandra Tashima 
Terrylynn Tennant 
Jess Toda 
Tohoku Tomodachi 
Julia & Yoshiro Tokiwa 
Tokyo Ohka Kogyo America 
Heidi Tolentino 
Lew & Jean Tomita 
Sue Tomita 
Thomas Tone 
Frances Toyooka 
Tread Water 
Amy & Jim Tsugawa 
Lolita & Jim Tsujimura 
Henry & Atami Ueno 
Barbara & Dick Uyesugi 
Nobuko Uyetake 
Michie Uzunoe 
Veleda Club 
Roger & Marleen Wallingford 
Alice Watanabe 
Dale Watanabe 
Michelle & Toru Watanabe 
Edward White 
Scott Winner 
Jimmy & Grace Yabuki 
Terry Yamada 
Mary Yamaguchi 
Ralph & Jean Yamamoto 
Skip Yamamoto 
Judy Yamauchi 
Frank & Amy Yasui 
Homer & Miki Yasui 
Ken Yasutome 
Nancy Yee 
Cherie Yokota 
Yokota International 
Anne Yoshitomi 
Yumibe Trust 
Shig & Yoko Yuzuriha 
Todd & Elaine Yuzuriha 



Consul General Hiroshi Furusawa is pictured here with the 
Minidoka Swing Band leaders Laura Baxter (center) and Yasuyo 
Strassmaier (left) at the Columbia Edgewater Country Club where 
the Tomodachi Kai group held their Holiday Party.  
Photo By Setsy Larouche

Several members of the Pacific Northwest District Council attended the 
Tacoma Buddhist Temple Mochitsuki event that also included saying 
“Thank You” and Farewell to Karen Yoshitomi who was the Regional 
Director of PWNDC of JACL for almost 25 years.  She is now the 
Executive Director for the Japanese Cultural & Community Center of 
Washington.  Pictured left to right are:  Paul Tashima, Setsy Larouche, 
Bob Nakamura, Chip Larouche, Karen Yoshitomi, Elsie Taniguchi, Eileen 
Lamphere, Kaila Yoshitomi and Andy So.

Pictured are Jean Matsumoto, Jayne Ichikawa and Marilyn 
Achterman at the Oregon Buddhist Temple Holiday Craft Fair.  
Photo by Chip Larouche

The Portland JACL board were honored to attend the celebration of 
the Emperor of Japan’s birthday on December 10th at the Hilton Hotel.  
Pictured here are Chip Larouche, the host, Consul General Hiroshi 
Furusawa and Portland JACL President, Kirk Tambara.  
Photo by Setsy Larouche

Photo Gallery



Rich Iwasaki
rich@pdxjacl.org

Jim Kennedy
jim@pdxjacl.org

John Kodachi
john@pdxjacl.org

Christopher Lee
chris@pdxjacl.org

Susan Leedham
susan@pdxjacl.org

Lynn Longfellow
lynn@pdxjacl.org

Connie Masuoka
connie@pdxjacl.org

Verne Naito
verne@pdxjacl.org

Heidi Tolentino
heidi@pdxjacl.org

President:
Kirk Tambara

kirk@pdxjacl.org

Vice President:
Marleen Ikeda Wallingford

marleen@pdxjacl.org

Treasurer:
Chip Larouche
chip@pdxjacl.org

Membership:
Setsy Larouche
setsy@pdxjacl.org

Newsletter:
Ralph Yamamoto
ralph@pdxjacl.org

Secretary:
Jean Yamamoto
jean@pdxjacl.org

Santa Claus (r) speaks to a youngster as Santa’s helper looks on at the 2014 Nikkei Christmas Party, Oregon Buddhist 
Temple, Portland, Oregon. Chief Coordinator Connie Masuoka organized the potluck event for the second year in a row.  
Photo By Rich Iwasaki

Nikkei Holiday Party



Your Portland JACL Newsletter comes 
to you thanks to DocuMart on SW 
Main in Portland, who prints it at a 
greatly reduced cost. Please consider 
them for your printing needs: (503) 
228-6253.

A big thank you to Chris Onchi, as 
well, Chris has been printing our 
labels, making data entry changes, 
and assisting with the annual calendar 
for many years. Her business is Chris’ 
Mailing Service: (503) 452-6864.

Copies & Printing

Ikoi no Kai at Epworth January 2015 Menu
1333 SE 28th Ave, Portland,  503-238-0775
Monday 5 - Beef & broc-
coli
Tuesday 6 - Chikara 
udon
Wednesday 7 - Closed
Thursday 8 - Kasujiru
Friday 9 - Lasagna

Monday 12 - Cod fish & 
chips 
Tuesday 13 - Tonkatsu 
Wednesday 14 - Closed

Menu Notes:
• Meals include salad or 

soup and dessert
• Mondays, 12:30-2: 

hanafuda and bridge             
Mon-Tue, 11:30: 
chair exercises                                                                                                    
Jan 13, 10:30: 
Fujinkai Board                      
Jan 15, 11:               
Hyakudokai            
Jan 19, 11:30: 
Ohana Lunch Bunch                          
Jan 22, 11: Oregon 
Koto Kai Concert                                       

Thursday 15 - Bruce’s 
salmon
Friday 16 - Crispy beef 
bibimbap

Monday 19 - Ginger scal-
lion chicken / fried rice
Tuesday 20 - Meatballs
Wednesday 21 - Closed
Thursday 22 - New Year’s 
special bento: Reserva-
tions required: + $2

Friday 23 - Thai peanut 
chicken pad thai

Monday 26 - Roast pork / 
Singapore noodles 
Tuesday 27 - Sukiyaki 
Wednesday 28 - Closed
Thursday 29 - Birthday 
Sushi
Friday 30 - Wonton soup


