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August 6
Hiroshima/Nagasaki Day

6:00 p.m.
Japanese American 

Historical Plaza

August 9-11
NW Taiko Conference

PSU

August 18
Noon

Nikkei Community Picnic
Oaks Park

August 24
11:00 a.m.

Celebration of Life for 
Miyuki Yasui

Mt. Tabor Methodist Church

September 29
2:00 to 4:00 p.m.

Viewing of Hiro's Table 
Clinton St. Theatre

THE DEATH OF DEMOCRACY?
by Susan Leedham, Board Member

Does anyone else feel tired and 
defeated? It seems every day 
there is a new tweet and a news 
story that tells us about a new 
low in human interaction. The 
Supreme Court has ruled that 
extreme partisan gerrymandering 
is okay. We’re separating families 
and putting them in cages. Not 
to mention the disproportionate 
incarceration of Blacks and Latinos 
by our justice departments and 
the shooting of black men by the 
police, and then there are the mass 
shootings. So many guns.

As I’m writing this I’m preparing 
for a visit by my nephew, his wife 
and their adorable one-and-a-
half-year-old son, Jackson. I worry 
about the world he will inherit. 
Will we be seriously addressing 
climate change or still debating 
whether it even exists? Will we 
have enough jobs as automation 
and self-driving technology take 
away more jobs?

JACL has been a voice, albeit 
a small one, using our history 
to speak out against prejudice 
against the Muslims, LGBTQ, 
Latinos, Blacks and others, and I 
guess that’s all we can do, but it 
seems like throwing a rock in a 
raging river.

I’m appalled by the number of 
people that think Trump is doing 
a good job as he’s dismantling our 
alliances with Europe and cozying 
up with Putin. Where is the outcry 
about his secret one-on-one 

meetings with Putin? Why is it 
okay to be a white supremist and 
use racial epithets? Yeah, I know, 
there are good people on both 
sides.

I keep waiting for everyone to see 
the emperor has no clothes, but 
I’m probably missing the point 
that they don’t care.

I’m retiring after 42 years of being 
a freelance court reporter, and 
I’m hoping that getting rid of that 
large workload will give me more 
energy to get politically involved 
again. I used to volunteer to phone 
bank for candidates and show 
up for marches, but now I’m not 
seeing the point.
  
Oregon made national news with 
the Republican walkout on the 
carbon tax bill. And let’s not even 
talk about our national congress 
with House Democrats fighting 
amongst themselves, and Mitch 
McConnell acting as a roadblock 
to anything the House does 
manage to pass.

I heard a quote recently by 
philosopher Robert M. Hutchins:

“The death of democracy is not 
likely to be an assassination from 
ambush. It will be a slow extinction 
from apathy, indifference, and 
undernourishment.”

Is that what is happening now? I 
hope not, for Jackson’s sake.

Please send your community 
calendar items to Jeff Selby 

at:
jeff@aiwcreative.com

no later than the 16th of
each month!
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The Minidoka Swing Band (MSB) 
was recently invited by the San 
Francisco Presidio to perform 
as part of the “Then They Came 
For Me” interactive exhibit. The 
band’s educational performance 
was held on Friday, May 16, 2019 
at the Building Without Violence 
auditorium. This special exhibit 
was on display from January, 2019 
through May, 2019, and has just 
recently been extended through 
September, 2019 by popular 
demand. The exhibit and its 
special guests have featured many 
well know personalities and artists 
and MSB was especially honored 
to be invited to perform.  The San 
Francisco JACL hosted this event 
along with Sake sampling, hors 
d'oeuvres and sushi.

MSB’s program for all four 
special venues included two 
important sets of music. Our first 
55-minute set was an educational 
presentation consisting of live 
music, special narration by Steve 
Okamoto, President of the San 
Mateo JACL, photos of internment 
and of Portland, and a special 
showing of band director Larry 
Nobori’s family home videos of his 
family’s imprisonment in Jerome, 
Arkansas.

Set 1 featured our signature song 
which was written especially for 
the Minidoka Swing Band entitled 
“The Minidoka Swing Band Song,” 
sung by Andy Streich. It tells 
the story of Janice Okamoto, a 
Portland resident’s, father and 
uncle, Henry and Roy Matsunaga. 
They were two young musicians 
who were interned and played 
music at the Minidoka Internment 
Camp near Twin Falls, Idaho. The 
song was written by Portland 

musician Richard March 
and arranged by former 

MSB member, Kokichi Tagawa.

Set 2 included popular big band 
music for the listening and 
dancing pleasure of the attendees 
featuring vocalists Nola Sugai 
Bogle and her son, Andy Streich. 
Three of the presentations in the 
Bay area. The SF Presidio, San 
Mateo and Mountain View, were 
fund raisers for the National JACL 
Educational Fund and to help with 
making a documentary about 
Japanese American incarceration.

While at The Presidio, the band 
members visited the Presidio 
Officers Club.  There was a special 
wall at the club that featured 
close to 120,000 names of WWII 
Japanese Americans that were 
imprisoned. Elaine and Todd 
Yuzuriha found many names of 
their relatives on the wall. Other 
names on the wall were our very 
own band members, Nola Sugai 
(Bogle) and Lawrence (Larry) 
Nobori. What a special treat 
that was to get to see all those 
names.  If you are planning a 
trip this summer down to San 
Francisco, be sure to make a 
special stop to The Presidio to 
view these exhibits. The Presidio is 

now a National Park and also has 
wonderful views of the SF Bay, the 
Golden Gate Bridge and Alcatraz 
Island!

The Minidoka Swing band’s 
second performance was held 
in San Mateo on Saturday, May 
17th at the Beresford Recreation 
Center sponsored by the San 
Mateo JACL. Along with special 
hors d’oeuvres, San Mateo 
offered swing dance lessons for 
the attendees during the break 

between the two sets of music.  
So after the first set of the WWII 
Japanese American educational 
presentation, the second half of 
the program included much swing 
dancing to the Minidoka Swing 
Band’s Big Band music.

MSB’s third performance was 
held Sunday, May 18th, at the 
Mountain View Buddhist Temple, 
sponsored by the San Jose 
JACL. It included a special, 
joint collaboration performance 
during the second set with Jun 
Daiko, Mountain View’s resident 
Taiko group. It was an extremely, 
exciting collaboration featuring 
MSB and Jun Daiko on the tunes 

MINIDOKA SWING BAND PERFORMS IN CALIFORNIA
by Laura Baxter, Band Manager

continued on page 4
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Rich Iwasaki
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NEWSLETTER (non-Board)
Jeff Selby

jeff@aiwcreative.com

Saturday, August 24 at 11:00 a.m.
Mt. Tabor Methodist Church • 6166 SE Stark St. Portland

All are welcome.

CELEBRATION OF LIFE
- FOR -

MIYUKI YASUI
(Past Portland JACL President)
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“Clarity,” “Tatsumaki,” and “Tokyo 
Boogie Woogie.” And to make it 
even more special, Elaine & Todd 
Yuzuriha’s son, Ken Yuzuriha, 
daughter-in-law, Alison Yuzuriha 
and son-in-law, Christopher 
Fijardo were soloist members of 
Jun Daiko.

The fourth Minidoka performance 
included an added trip to 
Sacramento, California on Monday, 
May 20th,  to play at the Buddhist 
Church of Sacramento before an 

audience of 250 excited concert 
goers.  This location proved 
very memorable for Minidoka 
band members Todd & Elaine 
Yuzuriha, as that was there place 
of their marriage 35 years ago.  
We also had the pleasure of 
Elaine’s brother, Rod Nishikawa, 
to narrate the educational set 
of our program.  We also had 
special guests, the Sacramento 
Betsuin Choir collaborate with 
the Minidoka Swing Band on 
“Chattanooga Choo Choo.”  The 

Betsuin choir also had special 
permission to sing “Gaman,” 
from George Takei’s musical 
‘Allegiance.’

Videos and pictures of MSB’s 
memorable California Tour can 
be viewed on their website, www.
minidokaswingband.com and 
on their Facebook page, www.
facebook.com/MinidokaBand

continued from Page 2MINIDOKA SWING BAND
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AROUND THE COMMUNITY
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AROUND THE COMMUNITY
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IKOI NO KAI AT EPWORTH SENIOR LUNCH PROGRAM
AUGUST 2019 | 1333 SE 28th Ave. | 503-238-0775

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday
1 2

Qi Gong: 11:30 Chair Exercises: 11:30
Fish Meuniere Yakiniku-bulgogi

baked fish Korean marinated beef

5 6 7 8 9
03:11 :sesicrexE riahC03:11 :gnoG iQ03:11 :sesicrexE riahC03:11 :sesicrexE riahC

Steamed Korean beef X Shrimp gyoza Rosemary 
nekcihcseldoonsllab kroP

2-03:21 :gnoj haM2-03:21 :egdirB & adufanaH
12 13 14 15 16

Chair Exercises: 11:30 Blood pressure: 11:15 Qi Gong: 11:30 Card Making: 10-2
Spring rolls Chair Exercises: 11:30 X Banban chicken/ Chair Exercises: 11:30

Cold ramen w/ nira tofu Hiru Gohan Gurupu
miso pork & vggi Japanese chicken salad Pork don

2-03:21 :gnoj haM2-03:21 :egdirB & adufanaH pork bowl
19 20 21 22 23
Chigiri-E Demo;LnchBnch Sage Circle: 10 Qi Gong: 11 Nisei Day

Chair Exercises: 11:30 Chair Exercises: 11:30 X Katsu don Chair Exercises: 11:30
Panko eggplnt Orange chicken Chicken cutlet bowl Beef curry w/

 w/shiso&gr pork summer veggies
2-03:21 :gnoj haM2-03:21 :egdirB & adufanaH

26 27 28 29 30
Chair Exercises: 11:30 Blood pressure: 11:15 Qi Gong: 11 Chair Exercises: 11:30
Birthday sushi Chair Exercises: 11:30 X Sing Along: 11:30 Kathryn Work on piano:12

Pork lettuce Marinated fish Tandoori chicken
wrap

Hanafuda & Bridge: 12:30-2

Cooks:Naomi Molstrom-M excpt Aug12, Kyoko Adcock-Tu+Aug 12, Rieko Shimada-Th/F  
Aug 16: Card making: 10-2; Hiru Gohan Group--our residence house band:11:45

 Aug 19:Chigiri-E Demonstration:10:Japanese art of paper-tearing with Akiko Takeshige 
Aug 19: Ohana Lunch Bunch: 11:30 (Sansei gathering)
Aug 20: Sage Circle: 10
Aug 23: Nisei Day:11:30 with Bingo following at 12:30
Aug 29: Sing Along with Reiko, Jerry & friends: 11:30 
Aug 30: Kathryn Work on piano: noon
Mondays, Tuesdays and Fridays: Chair Exercises with Nobuko Kaji: 11:30
Thursdays: Qi Gong with Kathleen Kuba: 11:30, except 11 on Sing Along day
Blood Pressure: August 13-Jane Kawashima, August 27-Ellen Iwasaki



Your Portland JACL Newsletter comes 
to you thanks to DocuMart on SW 
Main in Portland, who prints it at a 
greatly reduced cost. Please consider 
them for your printing needs: (503) 
228-6253.

A big thank you to Chris Onchi, as 
well, Chris has been printing our 
labels, making data entry changes, 
and assisting with the annual calendar 
for many years. Her business is Chris’ 
Mailing Service: (503) 452-6864.Copies & Printing


