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Minidoka Experience
By Alexander Jimenez

Going to Minidoka was an extremely 
VREHULQJ�H[SHULHQFH�IRU�RXU�ÀUVW�SLOJULPDJH��
With all that we had learned previously of 
Japanese American’s internment, seeing 
the grounds themselves and meeting the 
survivors who had been transfered to or 
where born in the camps and sharing stories 
DERXW�WKHP�ZDV�YHU\�KHDOLQJ��6HHLQJ�WKH�
barren landscape that had been turned 
fertile by the generations of hard work done 
by the incarcerated in Minidoka also opened 
the view on how even decades after these 
camps were shut down, there was still the 
lasting effects on the very land itself, and 
the Issei’s strong belief of doing everything 
WKH\�FRXOG�IRU�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ·V�IXWXUH��%HLQJ�
able to converse with and listen to various 
generations of Japanese Americans who 
had all different stories told to them or told 
by them about the camps was what the 
younger generation of today, being Gen Z, 
are able to still do, to spread their stories and 
WKHLU�H[SHULHQFHV��7R�HGXFDWH�WKRVH�LQ�WKH�
future and prevent repetitive acts done by 
our government that hinder minorities and 
VODP�GRZQ�DJDLQVW�WKHP��

7KH�SLOJULPDJHV�KHDOLQJ�WRQH�ZDV�IHOW�
throughout the pilgrims, with varying 
HPRWLRQV��EXW�ZLWK�VLPLODU�PHVVDJHV��+DYLQJ�
this experience helped me personally 

Continued on Pg. 2

COMMUNITY CALENDARCOMMUNITY CALENDAR

August 3
Obon Festival

2UHJRQ�%XGGKLVW�7HPSOH

August 4
Japanese American Museum of Oregon

Free First Sunday - Sponsored by the Brian & Sera 
Kimura Family

11am-4pm

August 6
End Nuclear Madness

-DSDQHVH�$PHULFDQ�+LVWRULFDO�3OD]D�_��SP

August 18
Nikkei Community Picnic

2DNV�$PXVHPHQW�3DUN�$UHD�������_���SP��SP

August 24
Obon and Taiko Festival

/DQH�(YHQW�&HQWHU��(XJHQH��_�����SP

Septemeber  2
Labor Day

September 7
Portland Taiko Farm Festival

:HVW�/LQQ�_����SP
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even better understand the hardships of 
the Japanese American community , but 
also the sheer will that said community has 
demonstrated again and again, being 
able to still persevere through all these 
GLVKHDUWHQLQJ�VFHQDULRV��0H�DQG�PHPEHUV�
RI�83�ZHUH�H[WUHPHO\�KRQRUHG�WR�KDYH�
been able to be a part of this pilgrimage, 
ZLWK�KRSHV�WR�MRLQ�WKH�PDQ\�PRUH�WR�FRPH��
+HDULQJ�WKH�YRLFHV�RI�RXU�VXUYLYRUV�DQG�
descendents is task of the new generation, 
DQG�DFWLRQ�LV�WKH�WDVN�RI�DOO�RI�XV�

5HÁHFWLRQV�RQ�WKH�0LQLGRND�3LOJULPDJH

“I thought it was moving, surreal and 
KHDOLQJ�µ��Lilly Wright

“I thought it was interesting going back to 
WKH�DFWXDO�VLWH��+HDULQJ�HYHU\RQH·V�IDPLO\�
VWRULHV�DQG�VHHLQJ�%DUUDFN�����-James Wright

´,�UHDOO\�HQMR\HG�WDONLQJ�WR�WKH�VXUYLYRUV��,�
remember hearing about the ice skating 
ULQN�µ��Max Bareilles

“Learning about the way the media framed 
WKH�IRUFHG�LQFDUFHUDWLRQ��'HKXPDQL]LQJ�
WKH�-DSDQHVH�DQG�RWKHUV��5HORFDWLRQ�
FHQWHU�UDWKHU�WKDQ�LQFDUFHUDWLRQ�FHQWHUV��
(YDFXDWLRQ�LQVWHDG�RI�IRUFHG�UHPRYDO�µ�

-Gigi Bareilles

“I learned that the living conditions were 
PXFK�ZRUVH�WKDQ�,�WKRXJKW�µ�-Haruki Winner

´6HHLQJ��EHLQJ�DQG�IHHOLQJ�WKH�KHDW�PDGH�LW�
UHDO�µ�-Jennifer Wright

´,�OLNHG�JRLQJ�WR�WKH�3LOJULPDJH��,�JRW�WR�PHHW�
people who were incarcerated and shared 
VWRULHV�µ�-Ichiro Tanada

“I thought it was really important for the 
younger generation so the history can be 
PRYHG�IRUZDUG��,�OHDUQHG�WKH�FRPPXQLWLHV�

WKH\�GHYHORSHG�LQ�WKH�FDPSV��7KH\�JUHZ�
JDUGHQV�µ�-Kiera Sato 

“I learned about my great uncle, Jimmy 
.DQD\D��+H�ZDV�LQ�WKH������+H�ZDV�D�PHGLF�
and got captured in France and was sent to 
3RODQG��,�DOVR�JRW�WR�PHHW�SHRSOH�ZKR�NQHZ�
P\�IDPLO\�µ�-Zenith Yoshihara 

´,�OLNHG�WKH�VWRULHV��7KH�NLGV�ZRXOG�NQRZ�ZKR�
the good cooks were and go to their dining 
KDOOV�µ�-Dylan Nakaji

´LW�ZDV�DPD]LQJ��,�OHDUQHG�D�ORW�DERXW�ZKDW�
P\�IDPLO\�ZHQW�WKURXJK�µ��Malia Tolentino 
(Great granddaughter of Joe and Nellie 
Saito of Ontario)

“We got to hear memories from Kay Endo 
and chat with each other in the car going 
WKURXJK�WKH�GDP�DQG�6KRVKRQH�WUDLQ�
VWDWLRQ��,W�ZDV�QLFH�VHHLQJ�IDPLOLDU�IDFHV�DQG�
PHHWLQJ�SHRSOH�IURP�DOO�RYHU�WKH�FRXQWU\��
I can see why Connie and Kay go back 
UHJXODUO\��

7KH�NH\QRWH�ZDV�0DJJLH�7DNXGD�+DOO�ZKR�
spoke about impacts of book bans, library 
GHIXQGLQJ�DQG�FHQVRUVKLS��6KH�WDONHG�
DERXW�KHU�VWUXJJOH�ZLWK�6FKRODVWLF�WU\LQJ�
to censor her book of any mention of 
UDFLVP��WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKH�ORFDO�OLEUDU\�LQ�7ZLQ�
Falls would soon be adults only and the 
genocide currently going on in Gaza with 
there only being a couple children’s books 
SXEOLVKHG�DERXW�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQ�H[SHULHQFH��
It moved me to tears and reinvigorated 
P\�VWDQFH�RQ�HQGLQJ�ERRN�EDQV�µ�-Jenny 
Yamada (Portland JACL Board Member)

Click on this link for the local news coverage 
RI�WKH�0LQLGRND�3LOJULPDJH��

www.kmvt.com/video/2024/07/08/hundreds-
attend-Minidoka-pilgrimage-closing-
ceremony/
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2Q�'HFHPEHU����������-DSDQ�DWWDFNHG�3HDUO�+DUERU��
As war broke out, so did feelings of suspicion towards 
Japanese Americans, ultimately culminating in 
3UHVLGHQW�5RRVHYHOW·V�LQWHUQPHQW�RUGHU��*UHVKDP·V�
Japanese families sold most of what they owned, 
left behind their farms, and boarded buses headed 
WRZDUGV�DQ�XQNQRZQ�IXWXUH��7KRVH�ZKR�GLGQ·W�RSW�WR�
IDUP�EHHWV�DUULYHG�DW�WKH�3RUWODQG�$VVHPEO\�&HQWHU��
where they found livestock stalls that they were 
WHPSRUDULO\�IRUFHG�WR�FDOO�KRPH��-RLQ�XV�DV�ZH�WUDYHO�
ZLWK�WKHP�RQ�WKH�ÀUVW�OHJ�RI�WKHLU�MRXUQH\�

Internment and Memory
,QWHUQPHQW�LV�D�GLIÀFXOW�VXEMHFW�WR�ZULWH�DERXW��)RU�IDU�
too long, it was an unspoken tragedy in our shared 
KLVWRU\��2OGHU�JHQHUDWLRQV�RI�-DSDQHVH�$PHULFDQV�
often struggled to talk about it, and many passed 
RQ�ZLWKRXW�IXOO\�YRFDOL]LQJ�ZKDW�WKH\�H[SHULHQFHG��,Q�
history books, it was often a small blurb, if included at 
DOO��<HW�LW�ZDV�D�PRQXPHQWDO�H[SHULHQFH�IRU�WKRVH�ZKR�
OLYHG�LW��

Leaving Home
)ROORZLQJ�WKH�DWWDFN�RQ�3HDUO�+DUERU��IDPLOLHV�ZHUH�
forced to sell most of what they owned, leave behind 
their homes and farms, and board buses headed 
WRZDUGV�DQ�XQNQRZQ�IXWXUH��,Q�*UHVKDP��WKRVH�ZKR�
GLGQ·W�RSW�WR�IDUP�EHHWV�DUULYHG�DW�WKH�3RUWODQG�
Assembly Center, where they were incarcerated in 
OLYHVWRFN�VWDOOV��$IWHU��PDQ\�KHDGHG�WR�D�FDPS�FDOOHG�
0LQLGRND��GHHS�LQ�WKH�GXVW\�,GDKR�GHVHUW��7KHUH��
Japanese Americans tried to make the best of the 
war years by cultivating gardens, participating in 
sports and hobbies, and documenting the time in their 
QHZVSDSHU�DQG�\HDUERRN��

An Uncertain Future
7KH�H[SHULHQFH�ZDV�D�GLIÀFXOW�RQH��0DQ\�GHDOW�ZLWK�
the confusion of being American citizens yet being 
targeted by the country they were proud to call 
KRPH��7KH�GD\V�GUDJJHG�RQ��DQG�QR�RQH�NQHZ�KRZ�

Road to Minidoka
Voices of Gresham: A New Podcast

 *UHVKDP�+LVWRULFDO�6RFLHW\�LV�SXWWLQJ�RXW�ORFDO�KLVWRU\�SRGFDVWV�DQG�5XVVHOO�DQG�-HQQ\�<DPDGD��ZHUH�
SDUW�RI�LW��(SLVRGHV�����DUH�JRLQJ�WR�EH�DERXW�WKH�-DSDQHVH�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�2UHJRQ�(DVW�&RXQW\�

https://greshamhistorical.org/voices-of-gresham-podcast

ORQJ�LQWHUQPHQW�ZRXOG�ODVW��0DQ\�ZRQGHUHG�ZKDW�
OLIH�ZRXOG�EH�OLNH�DIWHU��:RXOG�WKH\�EH�DEOH�WR�JHW�
back to their farms? Would their communities accept 
them? Or would they have to start over somewhere 
HOVH"�:KHQ�WKH�ZDU�ÀQDOO\�HQGHG��PDQ\�-DSDQHVH�
$PHULFDQV�LQGHHG�IDFHG�KRVWLOLW\�XSRQ�WKHLU�UHWXUQ��
But many also saw an opportunity for justice and 
FRPPXQLW\�EXLOGLQJ�

Voices from Minidoka
In this special two-episode story, we’ll follow locals 
WKURXJK�WKHVH�GLIÀFXOW�\HDUV�DQG�WKH�GHFDGHV�WKDW�
IROORZHG��:H·OO�KHDU�WKH�YRLFHV�RI�IDPLOLHV�OLYHG�
through them and hear their thoughts about how they 
VKDSHG�RXU�VKDUHG�KLVWRU\��,QWHUQPHQW�LV�MXVW�RQH�VWRU\�
in the Japanese American experience, but it’s an 
LPSRUWDQW�RQH��:H�KRSH�WKDW�\RX·OO�MRLQ�XV�IRU�LW�
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Coming Home
Chisao Hata is part of the National Cultural Week of Action

About National Cultural Week of Action
5DFH�)RUZDUG�DQG�$PHULFDQV�IRU�WKH�$UWV�DUH�H[FLWHG�
to announce a new initiative, the Cultural Week of 
$FWLRQ�RQ�5DFH�DQG�'HPRFUDF\��7KLV�DQQXDO�LQLWLDWLYH��
hosted in partnership with local communities, brings 
people of all identities and backgrounds together 
to spark action towards creating a just, multiracial 
GHPRFUDF\��7KH�LQDXJXUDO�ZHHN�RI�DFWLRQ�ZLOO�EH�KHOG�
)ULGD\��6HSWHPEHU����WKURXJK�6DWXUGD\��2FWREHU����
������LQ�WRZQV��FLWLHV��FRXQWLHV��DQG�VWDWHV�DFURVV�WKH�
FRXQWU\�

7RJHWKHU�ZLWK�ORFDO�DUWV�DQG�FXOWXUH�LQVWLWXWLRQV�DQG�
community-based organizations, these projects and 
activities will spark conversations that touch on history, 
how it shapes our present, and how everyday people 
are organizing to build an equitable and racially 
MXVW�IXWXUH��/RFDO�HYHQWV�ZLOO�DOVR�LQVSLUH�DFWLRQ�WKDW�
community members can take together to create a 
truly, just, multiracial democracy—starting in their own 
QHLJKERUKRRGV�

7KLV�LV�ZKDW�WKH�&XOWXUDO�:HHN�RI�$FWLRQ�RQ�5DFH�
DQG�'HPRFUDF\�LV�DERXW��,W·V�DERXW�EULQJLQJ�SHRSOH�
together through arts, culture, and creativity, in order 
WR�

• Learn about our history and how it shapes our 
present;

• Listen to the people most impacted by injustice in 
this country about how we advance a vision of a 
just, multiracial democracy;

• Elevate the work of local arts and culture institutions, 
particularly in communities of color, that can 
resonate this vision through truth-telling and 
creativity;

��6SDUN�FROOHFWLYH�DFWLRQ�WR�DGYDQFH�UDFLDO�MXVWLFH��VR�
WKDW�ZH�FDQ�PDNH�RXU�YLVLRQ�LQWR�D�UHDOLW\�

Coming Home
7KH�9DQSRUW�0RVDLF�ZDV�RQH�RI�IRXUWHHQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�
nation-wide selected to anchor the Cultural Week Of 
Action On Race And Democracy, a new initiative by 
5DFH�)RUZDUG�DQG�$PHULFDQV�IRU�WKH�$UWV�GHVLJQHG�WR�
uplift the stories, histories and actions in communities 
DFURVV�$PHULFD��7KLV�VHOHFWLRQ�LV�QRW�RQO\�DQ�KRQRU��EXW�
a timely opportunity to activate connections, history, 
DQG�PHPRULHV�RI�3RUWODQG·V�+LVWRULF�2OG�7RZQ��,W�LV�RXU�
hope that our local event, Coming Home, will support 
the necessary work of our cultural institutions still 
located in an area eroded by social challenges and 
lack of government actions, 

'LUHFWHG�E\�&KLVDR�+DWD��FRPPXQLW\�DFWLYLVW��DUWLVW��
DQG�9DQSRUW·V�&RPPXQLW\�:HDYHU��Coming Home 
ZLOO�IHDWXUH�D�VHULHV�RI�DFWLYDWLRQV�LQ�2OG�7RZQ�IURP�
6HSWHPEHU���WK�WR�2FWREHU��WK��������:H�ZLOO�FXUDWH�
pop-up exhibits, performances, story circles, and 
engagement activities to seed conversations, revisit 
forgotten histories, and activate artists and cultural 
workers to reimagine how our work of equity and 
MXVWLFH�FDQ�LPSDFW�WKH�KLVWRULF�2OG�7RZQ�DUHD�RI�
3RUWODQG�
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Nikkei Community Picnic 
Oaks Park 

Sunday, August 18: Noon to 4 pm

The picnic is sponsored by local 
Nikkei organizations and 
businesses 
We provide at no cost: 

Main dish: fried chicken and vegetarian 
entree 

Water 

Eating utensils, plates and napkins 

Watermelon 

Shaved ice 

Games and prizes 

Ride bracelets for kids high school and 
younger. Call of email to reserve them before 
August 12, otherwise they can be purchased 
for $30 day of the picnic 

Oaks Park, Area 12-13 
$5 fee for parking payable on site 

Bring your favorite dish to share or 
monetary donation to defray the costs. 

We need volunteers to help set-up, serve 
food and clean-up. 

RSVP and reserve ride bracelets at 
youth@pdxjacl.org or call Connie at 
971-940-8520 
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7KURXJK�JXHVW�VSHDNHUV��ZRUNVKRSV��DQG�GLVFXVVLRQ�
groups, we hope to educate and inform allies 
about the transgender community to help them 
make better- informed and more inclusive social, 
community, and civic choices that support 
WUDQVJHQGHU�LQGLYLGXDOV��7KLV�HIIRUW�JUHZ�IURP�WKH�
realization that the transgender community and its 
-DSDQHVH�$PHULFDQ�DQG�$3,�PHPEHUV�DUH�ODUJHO\�
LQYLVLEOH�DQG�PLVXQGHUVWRRG�ERWK�LQ�/*%74��VSDFHV�
DQG�HVSHFLDOO\�DPRQJ�DOOLHV��

7KURXJK�WKLV�V\PSRVLXP�ZH�DLP�WR�DGGUHVV�WKLV�JDS�
by (1) facilitating a basic understanding of the 
WUDQV�FRPPXQLW\�DQG�����HPSKDVL]LJWURXFKSRLQWV�
RI�+HDG��+HDG�DQG�+RPH�WR�FRQQHFW��HGXFDWH�
and encourage attendees to take action i their 

RZQ�FRPPXQLWLHV��,Q�GRLQJ�VR��ZH�KRH�WR�HGXFDWH�
and inform allies about the transgender community 
to help them make better-informed and more 
LQFOXVLYH�VRFLDO��FRPPXQLW\�DQG�FLYLF�FKRLFHV�

Organized by Okaeri, the Japanese American 
Citizens League (JACL), and PFLAG SGV API.

• Okaeri
��$�1LNNHL�/JEWT��&RPPXQLW\��
• National
• JACL
��7KURXJK
��3ÁDJ
��6DQ�*DEULHO�9DOOH\
��$VLDQ�3DFLÀF



�



�



9



��

3KRWRV�IURP�0LQLGRND
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$JHGDVKL�7RIX 7HQ]DUX�6RED
; 	�0DNL]XVKL 6KULPS�	�9HJ�7HPSXUD

ᥭ䛢ฟ䛧㇋⭉ ኳ䛦䜛ⷃ㯏

	ᕳ䛝ᑑྖ

� � � �
*ULOOHG�8PH� 3RUN�.LPFKL 0LVR\DNL�)LVK &KLFNHQ�.DWVX

6KLVR�&KLFNHQ 5LFH�%RZO ; 㨶䛾࿡ჯ↝䛝 &XUU\
ᱵ䛨䛭䝎䝺↝䛝㫽 ㇜䜻䝮䝏୻ 䝏䜻䞁䜹䝒䜹䝺䞊

�����DP�&KDLU�<RJD �����DP�8NXOHOH��&KDLU�+XOD ��������DP�6KLJLQ
�����SP�0DKMRQJ �����SP�6LQJ�DORQJ �����DP�$LNLGR�6WUHVV�5HOLHI �����SP�%LQJR

�� �� �� ��
*\R]D 6KLVR�&KLFNHQ 0HQWDLNR %UDLVHG

㣯Ꮚ 7HPSXUD ; 6SDJKHWWL 6KRUWULEV
䛧䛭䛸䜚ኳ䜇䜙 ᫂ኴᏊ䝇䝟䝀䝔䜱 ∵⫗䝅䝵䞊䝖䝸䝤

��DP�%ORRG�3UHVVXUH ��DP�%ORRG�3UHVVXUH
�����SP�0DKMRQJ �����SP�6LQJ�DORQJ

�� �� �� ��
6KULPS�$QNDNH -LD�-LDQJ�0LHQ &ULVS\�*DUOLF 
&ROG�6RPHQ

6KULPS�6WLU�)U\ )ULHG�6DXFH�1RRGOHV ; &KLFNHQ 6DODG�Z��%%4�3RUN
䛘䜃ඵᐆ⳯ 䛨䜓䛨䜓㯝 䜹䝸䜹䝸 ⣲㯝䝃䝷䝎

�����DP�$LNLGR�6WUHVV�5HOLHI 䜺䞊䝸䝑䜽䝏䜻䞁

�����SP�0DKMRQJ �����SP�6LQJ�DORQJ �����DP�8NXOHOH��&KDLU�+XOD ��������DP�6KLJLQ

�� �� �� ��
7RQNDWVX 
6DODG�5ROOV %LUWKGD\�6XVKL )ULHG�6DLPLQ
3RUN�&XWOHW ⏕᫓ᕳ䛝 ; 䛚ㄌ⏕᪥ᑑྖ 1RRGOHV

䛸䜣䛛䛴 
5HVHUYDWLRQV�UHTXLUHG 䛛䛯↝䛝⣽㯝

��DP�%ORRG�3UHVVXUH ��DP�%ORRG�3UHVVXUH
�����SP�0DKMRQJ �����SP�6LQJ�DORQJ

&KHIV��1DRPL�0ROVWURP�0����.\RNR�$GFRFN�7X��-XVWLQ�6DWR��$QGUHD�+R\W��7K�)��

6XJJHVWHG�/XQFK�'RQDWLRQ�����IRU�VHQLRUV�������������IRU�DGXOWV�XQGHU������������NLGV

5HVHUYDWLRQV�SUHIHUUHG����,QGRRU�'LQLQJ�/LPLWHG�

)RU�UHVHUYDWLRQV�SOHDVH�FDOO�DQG�OHDYH�D�PHVVDJH�RU�HPDLO��

�SK�����������������HPDLO��LNRLQRNDL�#JPDLO�FRP

6HDWLQJ�DW�������DP�ZLWK�OXQFK�VHUYHG�SURPSWO\�DW�QRRQ


�YHJHWDULDQ�RSWLRQ�DYDLODEOH�RQ�WKDW�GD\���SOHDVH�UHVHUYH�WZR�GD\V�LQ�DGYDQFH�
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Jeff Matsumoto
President

+HLGL�7ROHQWLQR
Secretary

-LOOLDQ�7RGD�&XUULH
Treasurer 

6HWV\�/DURXFKH
Membership Chair

If you would like to contact the Board, their email address is First Name@pdxjacl.org

(GLWHG�E\�&KRQJ�6LP��VLPF����#JPDLO�FRP�

Erika Jennings
Weston Koyama
7LIIDQ\�.R\DPD�/DQH
Connie Masuoka
Kenneth Nitta
6SHQFHU�8HPXUD
-XVWLQ�6DWR
Marleen Ikeda Wallingford 
-HQQ\�<DPDGD
Board Members at Large


