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National JACL Convention Reflection
By Lincoln Hirata

This July I had the privilege of attending the
JACL National Convention in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania. This experience was fruly eye-
opening for me. As the youngest delegate, |
was uncertain about how | would be received,
but | was welcomed with kindness, curiosity, and
warmth by everyone. A frue testament to the
JACL community.

For those unfamiliar with the national convention
(a situation | was in for many years), it is centered
around two main focuses that make it special.
First, the JACL National Council convenes for two
days, during which delegates from each chapter
vote on resolutions and other significant topics.
This year, for instance, we voted on a statement
regarding the ongoing conflict in Gaza and
Israel, highlighting the JACL's commitment

not only to its members but also to other
communities that have supported us. The second
key aspect of the convention is strengthening
our connections across different AANHPI
communities. This year, the mission statement

for the convention was, “Looking into the future
together,” which meant mixing with the OCA-
Asian Pacific American Advocates and APIAVote
for countless events. Throughout each event, |
was able to engage with members from other
chapters and organizations which allowed me to
gather valuable ideas for our chapter. | also had
the opportunity to meet young JACL members

Continued on Pg. 2

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

Sept 1
Free Museum Day
Japanese American Museum of Oregon

Sept 2
Labor Day

Sept7
Taiko Farm Festival
Triskelee Farm | 4-7pm

Sept 1-13
Hanobi
Japanese Film Festival
Clinton Street Theater

Sept 13
Kishi Bashi
Wonder Ballroom | 9pm

Sept 28
Rank Choice Voting and
Portland’s New City Government
Epworth United Methodist Church | 3pm

Sept 30
Taikoproject: Benzaiten
The Reser | 7pm

Oct 6
Fall Sukiyaki Bazaar
Oregon Buddhist Temple | 12-330pm
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Left to Right: Kelly Asao (Salt Lake City President), Lincoln Hirata, Sheldon Arakaki (PNW District Governor), Lisa
Shiosaki-Olson (IDC District Governor), and Brian Tsukimura (CCDC District Governor) wait to hear Kamala Harris
speak in Philadelphia while attending the national convention.

Continved from Pg. 1

who were working on Capitol Hill, the JACL NYSC
(National Youth Student Council), as well as those
who are entrepreneurs, lawyers, and activists.
During my off time, | was able to explore the city
with them, and enjoyed the delicious food in
Philadelphia’s historic Chinatown. Being able to
meet with such accomplished youth members
makes me hopeful for our youth group, Unite
People.

Throughout the convention, | was fortunate to
participate in numerous discussions about the
future of the JACL and how we can improve
it. My highlight, however, was listening to Vice
President Kamala Harris speak at an APIAVote
event. It was an incredibly moving experience
and a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.

Ultimately, despite the long days, meetings, and

dinners, | came to an important realization. At the
Sayonara Banquet, held on the final night of the
convention, | took a moment to look around the
room. Surrounded by faces that had become
familiar, | recognized that | was among so many
outstanding individuals—people who have
devoted their lives to the JACL, not for personal
gain but for the benefit of the organization and
its youth. The convention serves as a gathering
place for members who genuinely care about
the JACL, to make it the best it can be.

I am incredibly grateful for this experience,

which has inspired me to consider working at the
national level at some point after college. On a
final note, | would like to recognize that we are
the largest chapter in the JACL. After meeting
with various delegates, many expressed their
admiration for our size and achievements. So,
Portland, keep up the great work you're doing—it
does not go unnoticed!
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o Photo Corner .

The Hiru Gohan Group from lkoi No Kai played a song at the
annual Hiroshima/Nagasaki Day ceremony on Aug 6, 2024
at the JA Historical Plaza. Photo by: Chip Larouche
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Asian & Pacific Islander America

PRESIDENTI
TOWN HAI

o

Members of the Tsubaki Buyo Doukou Kai Dancers
Vice President Kamala Harris spoke at the Presidential Town performed af the JA Historical Plaza for the annual
Hall held at the Philadelphia Convention Center on July 13, Hiroshima/Nagasaki Day ceremony on Aug 6, 2024.
2024. Photo by: Brian Tsukimura Photo by: Chip Larouche
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For immediate release: August 19, 2024 Web: vanportmosaic.org
Email: liz@ohcreativepdx.com Media Contact: Liz Bacon Brownson

Vanport Mosaic Leads National Cultural Initiative with a Week of Memory

Activism in Portland’s Historic Old Town
One of 14 Organizations Chosen by Race Forward and Americans for the Arts

Vanport Mosaic is honored to be selected as one of only 14 organizations nationwide invited to anchor the
inaugural Cultural Week of Action on Race and Democracy, a groundbreaking initiative launched by Race
Forward and Americans for the Arts (AFTA). As part of this initiative, Vanport Mosaic will shine a national
spotlight on Portland’s rich and complex history through COMING HOME: Memory Activism in Old Town,
a week-long series of events dedicated to honoring and reconnecting communities with deep ties to Old
Town. Known as one of the city's oldest and most culturally significant neighborhoods, Old Town has been
profoundly shaped by historic racism and cultural erasure.

“This project aims to honor and reconnect anyone with cultural and historical ties to Portland's Old Town,
one of our city’s oldest neighborhoods,” says Chisao Hata, Community Weaver and visionary behind
COMING HOME. “We look forward to welcoming everyone for a transformative week of reflection,
celebration, and community building as we pay tribute to the rich history and cultural legacy of this special
place.”

COMING HOME will begin on Saturday, September 28th, with an intergenerational, multicultural Legacy
Circle, and conclude on Saturday, October 5th, with a Unity Circle for Humanity. Throughout the week,
participants can explore exhibitions, experience the "History is Now" museum without walls, and engage
in community-building activities. Events are free and open to the public.

A key event of the week will be a roundtable discussion “Re-imagining Old Town” which includes a
presentation by Erica Naito-Campbell, the granddaughter of visionary Bill Naito, the Portland-born son of
Japanese immigrants who became one of the city’s most significant business and civic leaders. The
timely discussion will provide a historic overview and feature voices from the Old Town Community.

Vanport Mosaic has partnered with several esteemed organizations to enrich this initiative, including the
Oregon Historical Society, Oregon Black Pioneers, Japanese American Museum of Oregon,
Hellenic-American Cultural Center and Museum, Lan Su Chinese Garden, Oregon Jewish Museum And
Center For Holocaust Education (OJMCHE), and Portland Chinatown Museum. Together, these
partnerships will offer a diverse array of exhibitions, presentations, and activities that illuminate the history
and importance of Old Town. Each organization has histories rooted in historic Old Town and will provide
information, stories, and resources.
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VANPORT MOSAIC PRESENTS

COMINE
HOMI::

Memory Activism in Historic Old Town

Sept. 28 -0ct.5

National Cultural Week of Action on Race and Democracy 24

IN VENUE
AVE, 6TH FLOOR
OLD TOWN, PORTLAND

P ‘ FOR MORE INFORMATION:
VANPORTMOSAIC.ORG
I #$48" ()& CHISAO@VANPORTMOSAIC.ORG
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Oregon Buddhist Temple Fadﬂ Shﬁiyaﬁi Bazaa"

Sunday, October 6, 2024
noon - 3:30pm
BACK for DINE-IN or To-Go

(NO Sunday Service on this day)

Orders for Sukiyaki and Chow mein
must be received
by Friday, September 27th.

@
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—— & Scan to order or to volunteer

N or see oregonbuddhisttemple.com/fallbazaar

& N & 3720 SE 34th Ave, Portland, OR 97202
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Current
Board Members

Jeff Matsumoto Jillian Toda-Currie
President Treasurer

Heidi Tolentino Setsy Larouche
Secretary Membership Chair
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Erika Jennings

Weston Koyama

Tiffany Koyama-Lane
Connie Masuoka

Kenneth Nitta

Spencer Uemura

Justin Sato

Marleen lkeda Wallingford
Jenny Yamada

Board Members at Large

If you would like to contact the Board, their email address is First Name@pdxjacl.org

Edited by Chong Sim (simc0186@gmail.com)



