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Reigniting Our Purpose and Mission: JACL 
National Convention

By Spencer Uemura (Co-President, Portland JACL)

This summer has given me several reminders of 
why community matters. 

On our nation’s 250th anniversary, I attended my 
first Tule Lake pilgrimage. We gathered at the 
site where Japanese Americans were imprisoned 
by their own government. We honored those 
who died there and ended the day with a Tsuru 
for Solidarity rally against the child and family 
detention happening today. 

A few weeks later, the JACL National Convention 
in Las Vegas gave me the opportunity to 
connect with elders and peers from across the 
country, and learn more of the inner workings 
of JACL. I raced home from Las Vegas just in 
time for Obon at the Oregon Buddhist Temple 
because it’s an event not-to-be-missed. 

I saw a common thread in these experiences: 
history, community, and responsibility. 

At Tule Lake, we remembered how our 
community was forcibly relocated without due 
process, and how that trauma divided us under 
the false banner of loyalty. We remembered 
some of those early JACL leaders who colluded 
with the US government to recommend the 
segregation of our community by that very 
metric. At Obon, we honored those who came 

Continued on Pg. 2

COMMUNITY CALENDAR

September 5 
Third Act 

 Clinton Street Theater | 2pm

September 6 
Japanese American Museum’s First Free Sunday

Japanese American Museum of Oregon

September 7
Labor Day

September 14 
Order Deadline for 

Nichiren Buddhist Temple Bazaar

September 20 
Nichiren Temple Bazaar Food Pick-up

Nichiren Temple | 1130am-2pm
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before us while celebrating our community 
today. At the JACL Convention, I was reminded 
that our organization carries our history while also 
maintaining a vital nationwide network to shape 
our future. 

One Japanese and Buddhist concept came 
to mind: shoshin (初心), or “beginner’s mind.” 
Shoshin means approaching familiar work 
with openness, curiosity, and humility. It’s a 
perspective of lifelong learning. 

As JACL approaches its second century, shoshin 
gives us an important question: 

What does our community need from JACL 
today? 

That question shaped many conversations in Las 
Vegas. We heard about declining membership 
across JACL. We also heard about opportunities 
to engage young Nikkei, strengthen our 
chapters, and build new forms of community. 

Young Nikkei told us they want cultural 
connection, civic engagement, language 

learning, and clear paths into leadership. 
We discussed Black reparations and the role 
Japanese Americans have in building solidarity 
with Black communities. We heard from new 
Executive Director Lilly Simmering about 
her plans for strengthening JACL’s finances, 
advocacy, and connections between national 
and local chapters. 

I returned home with a renewed appreciation 
for Portland JACL. Our chapter brings people 
together through major community events, and 
we connect those gatherings to history, civil 
rights, and advocacy. Our national network 
gives us relationships with chapters and leaders 
across the country, and opportunities to work in 
coalition with other communities in DC. We 
have an opportunity to learn from one another 
and mobilize quickly to work together when our 
communities need us. 

As we look toward JACL’s next century, I hope 
we approach our work with shoshin. We can 
honor our history while listening closely to our 
community today. We can welcome new 
generations into JACL and stay open to new 
ways of doing our work. 

Generations of artists call Robert A. Nakamura “the 
Godfather of Asian American media,” but filmmaker 
Tadashi Nakamura calls him Dad. What begins as a 
documentary about his father’s career takes a turn with 
a Parkinson’s Disease diagnosis, and evolves into an 
exploration on art, activism, grief, and fatherhood. 

Third Act Film Screening 
With Director Tadashi Nakamura
Saturday, Sept 5, 2pm
Clinton Street Theater
2522 SE Clinton St

Film Screening
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About 62 JACL chapters were represented 
at this year’s convention in Las Vegas, with 
approximately 150 members and leaders 
attending. 

A New National Policy Platform 

Convention adopted JACL’s first Biennium Policy 
Platform, establishing five priorities for national 
advocacy: 

● Civil Rights Preservation and Advancement: 
Defend constitutional rights, including birthright 
citizenship. Work toward repeal of the Alien 
Enemies Act. Challenge policies that threaten 
civil rights. 

● Historic Preservation and Public History: Protect 
Japanese American incarceration sites 
and cultural districts important to Japanese 
American and AAPI communities. 

● Immigration and Refugee Affairs: Support 
humane immigration policies and immigrant 
and refugee communities. 

● Voting Rights: Protect access to the 
ballot. Support Get Out the Vote efforts. 
Educate communities about redistricting, 
gerrymandering, and other threats to political 
participation. 

● Community Development: Support workforce 
development, healthcare, environmental 
protections, services for older adults, 
opportunities for children, and community well-
being.

Key Workshops 

Black Reparations

Tsuru for Solidarity presented about the moral 
authority and responsibility that our Nikkei 

community has in advancing the cause of Black 
Reparations. They introduced the 407 Project, 
which seeks to facilitate 407 conversations about 
Black Reparations in recognition of the 407 years 
since the first enslaved African person arrived in 
1619. Portland JACL plans to participate in this 
effort, so keep an eye out for future opportunities 
to have these important (and occasionally 
uncomfortable) conversations. 

Nikkei Young Adults 

Young Nikkei shared what they want from 
community organizations. Key priorities included 
cultural programs, civic engagement, language 
learning, and clear paths into leadership. A 
recent JACL member survey revealed that 
JACL members are disproportionately not as 
multiracial as the rest of the majority multiracial 
JA population at large. These conversations 
connected closely with work already underway 
in Portland, including our “I’m Japanese 
American and...” project, which seeks to show 
our community that there is strength and 
inclusivity in our diversity. 

Organizational Future 

New Executive Director Lilly Simmering 
shared her vision for strengthening JACL’s 
financial foundation, national advocacy, 
and relationships between national and local 
chapters. 

Resolutions 

Three resolutions also passed. They addressed: 

● Planning for the 2028 National Convention 
● Supporting communities affected by ICE 
● Opposing the closure of National Archives 

locations 

JACL National Convention: Key Updates 
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National Board Elections 

The results of the National Board elections are 
as follows. We’re especially excited for our new 
National President, Sheldon Arakaki, who has led 
our PNW District as Governor for many years. He 
brings a wealth of institutional knowledge that 
will surely benefit our National JACL. 

● National President: Sheldon Arakaki 
● Vice President for Public Affairs: Carol Kawase 
● Vice President for Membership: Seia Watanabe 
● National Youth/Student Chairperson: Alex 

Tokita 
● National Youth/Student Representative: Simon 

Kutz

The convention reminded me that JACL’s 
strength comes from the combination of our 
history, our people, and our national network. 
The work ahead is to make sure those strengths 
serve the community we have today and the 
community we hope to become.
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Photo Corner

Bento 
volunteers 
put together 
a lunch for 
homebound 
seniors on 
the second 
Wednesday 
of the month.

Three people were awarded 
the Ruby Pin for their 
outstanding work for JACL.

L to R: Mark Kobayashi, 
Deborah Ikeda, Sheldon 
Arakaki, Larry Oda—
outgoing National President.

Photo by: Setsy Larouche

The Pacific Northwest was well represented by the following 
attendees. 

L to R: Spencer Uemura (Co-President PDX JACL), Sheldon 
Arakaki (Governor PNW), Jeff Matsumoto (Co-President 
PDX JACL), Chip Larouche (Treasurer, PDX JACL), Eileen 
Lamphere, President Puyallup JACL), Setsy Sadamoto 
Larouche, Membership Chair (PDX JACL), Stan Shikuma, 
(Delegate Seattle JACL).

L to R: Eileen Lamphere, Sheldon Arakaki—incoming 
National President JACL, Chip Larouche, Setsy Larouche at 
the Sayonara Banquet on August 1st.

This photo is taken on Aug 14, 2026 at the Multnomah 
County Courthouse, where Investiture of the Honorable Elisa 
J. Dozono took place. Some of the keynote speakers were, 
Governor Tina Kotek, State Representative Mari Watanabe, 
and Peggy Nagae. Photo by: Setsy Larouche
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                Ikoi no Kai - September 2026
1333 SE 28th Ave / 503-238-0775  

ikoinokai.org

MON TUES THURS FRI
1 3 4

Chicken Salad Taiwanese Pork Miso Simmered
チキンサラダ X Chop Mackerel

排骨 (パイクー) さばの味噌漬け

11am Blood Pressure 台湾式豚カツ

12:45pm Sing-along 11am Blood Pressure 10-11:30am Shigin

7 8 10 11   Tsukune w/
Ginger Pork Salt & Pepper Chicken & Tofu

CLOSED 生姜焼き X Shrimp Chicken Meatballs
エビの塩胡椒炒め 豆腐入り鶏つくね

11:30am Chair Yoga 10-11:30am Shigin
12:45pm Sing-along 10:00am Ukulele 12:30pm Bingo

14   Taiwanese 15 17 18
Braised Pork Cod w/Sweet * Lemongrass Hamburger

魯肉飯 and Sour Sauce X Tofu  Steak
（ルーローハン） タラの甘酢餡かけ レモングラス豆腐 ハンバーグ

11:30am Soroban 11am Blood Pressure 11am Blood Pressure
12:30pm Mahjong 12:45pm Sing-along 10-11:30am Shigin

21 22 24 25
Tempura & Chicken & Eggplant Shrimp Curry Birthday Sushi

Takikomi-gohan w/ Miso Sauce X 海老カレー お誕生日寿司

Tempura & Mixed Rice 鶏とナスの味噌ダレ *Reservations required

天ぷらと (suggested donation $12)

炊き込みご飯

12:30pm Mahjong 12:45pm Sing-along 10:00am Ukulele 10-11:30am Shigin

28 Grilled Chicken 29
w/ Tomato Sauce Shumai

焼き鳥の シュウマイ X
トマトソース煮込み

11:30am Soroban
12:30pm Mahjong 12:45pm Sing-along

Chefs: Naomi Molstrom-M  Kyoko Adcock-Tu 

          Justin Sato, Andrea Hoyt, and Keika Ruttan Th/F  

Suggested Lunch Donation: $9 for seniors 65+  /  $12 for adults under 65  /  $ 6 kids

Reservations preferred  / Indoor Dining Limited 

For reservations please call and leave a message or email: 

(ph) 503-238-0775  (email) ikoinokai7@gmail.com

Seating at 11:30 am with lunch served promptly at noon

* vegetarian option available on that day - please reserve two days in advance 
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